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December 23, 2014

Margaret Clark, Vice Chair

Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/
Integrated Waste Management Task Force

900 South Fremont Avenue

Alhambra, CA 91803-1331

RE: REQUEST FOR INFORMATION/UPDATE - EFFORTS BY THE INTERAGENCY
WORKING GROUP TO MITIGATE ODORS AT THE SUNSHINE CANYON CITY/COUNTY
LANDFILL

Dear Ms. Clark,

This letter is in response to your letter dated December 11, 2014, regarding odor abatement
efforts by member agencies of the Interagency Task Force on Community Odor Mitigation
(Interagency Task Force). As you are aware, the Department of City Planning is a member
agency of the Interagency Task Force. In its letter to the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Board of
Directors dated June 27, 2013, the Sunshine Canyon Landfill Local Enforcement Agency (SCL-
LEA) provided a number of recommendations for odor mitigation that was derived from input from
the member agencies of the Interagency Task Force. Those recommended practices are ongoing
which include the augmentation of the landfill gas and leachate collection system.

The recommendations were presented to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), the
Community Advisory Committee (CAC), the Solid Waste Management Committee/integrated
Waste Management Task Force, and the SCL-LEA Board of Directors.

It should be noted that the Department of City Planning is not an air quality enforcement agency,
therefore it must defer to those agencies that possess the legal jurisdiction, authority, and
expertise in enforcing and recommending methods to mitigate landfill gas and trash odors
generated by the landfill. As an example, Notices of Violation (NOVs) are executed by the South
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) for violations associated with landfill odors.
Continuous odor violations in the past have resulted in Abatement Orders issued by the

SCAQMD.

Furthermore, as a member of the Technical Advisory Committee (SCL-TAC), (a multi-agency
committee established by the City’s “[Q]” Conditions, the County’s Conditions of Approval, and
the Joint Powers Agreement), the Department of City Planning is advised by other agencies as
to compliance issues and efforts for odor control.
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The SCL-TAC also monitors the ongoing operational mitigation program as provided under the
Sunshine Canyon Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR).

Additionally, under Section C of the [Q] Conditions, a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program (MMRP) was incorporated by reference under Condition No. C.1 of the City’s “[Q]”
Conditions. The MMRP is derived from the certified FEIR. The MMRP identifies public agencies
that have jurisdiction regarding the monitoring and enforcement of specific mitigation measures.

As provided on pages 00059 through 00060 of the MMRP (Odor Impacts), the agencies identified
as “Monitoring” and “Enforcement” agencies for odor impacts are the SCAQMD and the SCL-
LEA. A number of measures for the control of landfill gas and trash odors are identified as
Mitigation Measures Numbers 4.2.13, 29 through 35.

Lastly, aside from the odor issues, the Sunshine Canyon Landfill is overall in compliance with the
City’s “[Q]" Conditions. Air quality monitoring has not shown any evidence of an imminent or
substantial risk to health, safety, or welfare of the local community. Therefore, additional efforts
by the Department of City Planning is not warranted at this time, as such efforts would only
duplicate existing strategies to mitigate odor impacts. The Department of City Planning requests
that further communications regarding this matter be addressed to the SCL-TAC.

Sincerely,

Lis ~ Webber, AICP
Deputy Director of Planning
Co-Chair, SCL-TAC

LW:NH

cc: Honorable Mayor Eric Garcetti
Honorable Councilmember Mitchell Englander, CD 12
Jon Sanabria, Los Angeles County Regional Planning, SCL-TAC Co-Chair
Maria Masis, Los Angeles County Regional Planning
Iris Chi, County Regional Planning
Emiko Thompson, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works
Mohsen Nasemi, South Coast Air Quality Management District
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d. For unpaved crushicd stone covered roads, witigation shali include the use ol a Project Tsoughout landfiil operations. Mounitoring Ageney. Progect Site Munager and
crushied stoae topcoat in addition 1o the iegular application of a SCAQMD- Proponent SCAQMD,

[ d chemical dust supp and subscqy watering, a conisol Enforcement Agency: SCAQMI and
efficiency in excess of 95 percent is predicied.
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33, Han odor probiem should develop, appropriute control shall be imp} i, Project ‘Throughout tandfill operatiuns. Munitoring Ageney: SCAQMD, and Cuy EEA
These include the application of additional dirt daily cover material or more Propuncar Lnlurcement Agency: SCAUMUD and City § EA
frequen applicativn of the cover material to scal the landhill surfuce, or adjusimenss 1o
the wells, cqui « and operation of the LFG collection and fecovery sysieim.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE/

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE

900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE, ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91803-1331
P.O. BOX 1460, ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460
www.lacountyiswmtf.org

GAIL FARBER, CHAIR
MARGARET CLARK, VICE-CHAIR

December 11, 2014

Mr. Michael J. LoGrande, Director

City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning
200 North Spring Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Mr. LoGrande:

EFFORTS BY INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP TO MITIGATE ODORS
AT THE SUNSHINE CANYON CITY/COUNTY LANDFILL
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION/UPDATE

At its October 16, 2014, meeting the Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management
Committee/Integrated Waste Management Task Force (Task Force), directed its staff to
compile a written report describing measures taken by each member agency of the
Sunshine Canyon City/County Landfill Interagency Working Group to mitigate odors at
the Sunshine Canyon Landfill during the previous six months. Furthermore, considering
that over 1,200 odor complaints had been reported during the first ten months of 2014,
the Task Force additionally asked staff to contact the Los Angeles County Department
of Regional Planning, and the City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning to
gather additional information as to the “land use” agencies’ efforts regarding nuisance
mitigations pursuant to the County’s Conditional Use Permit and the Landfill's City of
Los Angeles Zoning Ordinance, as well as the Mitigation Monitoring measures of the
Landfill's Environmental Impact Reports.

On November 4, 2014, Ms. Emiko Thompson, as staff to the Task Force, electronically
contacted Ms. Ly Lam of your office regarding the Task Force’s requested information
and update. To date, the Task Force has not yet received any official
communication/response from Ms. Lam, nor from your agency. Considering the health
and safety of the adjacent communities as well as the close proximity of Van Gogh
Elementary School to the Sunshine Canyon Landfill, | am respectfully requesting your
response at your earliest but not later than January 8, 2015.
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If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Mike Mohajer of the Task Force at
MikeMohajer@yahoo.com or (909) 592-1147.

Sincerely,

Margaret Clark, Vice-Chair

Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/
Integrated Waste Management Task Force and

Mayor Pro Tem, City of Rosemead

KM:fm
PATF\TF\letters\2014\Request2Respond_Nuisance_MitigationSCL(City)

cc: Mayor Eric Garcetti
Councilmember Mitchell Englander, Council District 12
City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning (Ly Lam)
Each Member/Alternate of the Los Angeles County Integrated Waste Management
Task Force
Each Member of the Facility and Plan Review Subcommittee




